
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 2021 
 
This is the “Farewell Newsletter”.  All through lockdown and beyond we have produced a 
monthly newsletter (as opposed to the old quarterly newsletter).  With courses starting up 
again there is less need of a monthly newsletter, so from here on we will revert to the term 
newsletter which is primarily to inform about courses, talks and excursions.  
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FOR YOUR SAFETY: 
Kiama U3A is registered with NSW Health 
as a COVID Safe business and has a 
Safety Plan that we must all follow. 
 
All course numbers are limited to 
maintain safe distancing.  The numbers 
may differ depending on the activity.  
 
No refreshments will be supplied. 
 
COVID Marshalls for each Course will 
ensure physical distancing is practiced 
and all surfaces are wiped down 
(volunteers needed). 
 
What you must do 
§ Hand sanitising on entry 
§ Sign the attendance sheet 
§ Bring own water 
§ Distancing (an outstretched arm, 

fingertip to fingertip, is a good way of 
judging) 

§ Lots of fresh air (cross-flow ventilation)  
If you have a sniffle or feel a little bit 
unwell: DO NOT COME 
 
 
 

The First Moon Landing 
John Pritchett 

At the time of the first moon landing in 
1969, I was teaching at Richmond High 
School.  The school had only one TV set, 
based in the library.  (Remember that TV 
had only been introduced to Australia in 
1956, and many homes did not yet have a 
set.)  We somehow managed to cram 
1000 students and staff into the library to 
watch.  Even though it was a bitterly cold 
day in the middle of a Richmond winter, 
the room soon became almost unbearably 
hot and stuffy.  We were cramped and 
uncomfortable, the picture quality was 
lousy and the sound not much better, and 
it was the most magical moment of my life 
until then.  So much so that I later spent a 
small fortune to buy the NASA set of 
slides taken by the astronauts, including 
that classic photo of the blue-and-white 
Earth hanging in space. 
 

These days, fighter planes, passenger jets 
and even trains cannot operate without 
massive computer power.  Those 
astronauts had virtually none:  what a wag 
described as "less computer power than a 
singing birthday card", and certainly less 
than my 1980s Commodore VIC-20. 
 
And do people today look back on their 
achievements with awe and wonder, pride 
and respect?  They do not.  A large 
proportion of the American public believe 
that the Moon landing did not happen.  
"FAKE NEWS!", they cry.  Taken in a 
studio; the flag is wrong; the footprints are 
wrong; the shadows are wrong; there are 
no flames as the lander takes off; and so 
on.  The sceptics are unimpressed by the 
fact that of the thousands of NASA 
workers involved, NOT ONE has spilt the 
beans about the hoax.  Buzz Aldrin 
became so angry with one doubter that he 
punched him in the face.  And here's the 
clincher.  At the time, the USA and the 
USSR were engaged in a bitter "space 
race", and the Russians would have 
seized with glee on any hint of fakery.  
They accepted, (albeit with bad grace), 
that the Moon landing had in fact 
happened. 
 
 
Some Unexpected Highlights of 
International Travel 

Lynne and John Smith 
New Zealand: Kauri Trees. Northland 
Once a subtropical rain 
forest, Waipoua Forest on 
the west coast of the North 
Island is home to giant 
native Kauri trees. Here we 
find Tane Mahuta (Lord of 
the Forest) which with a 
girth of 13.8m and 51.5m in 
height, is the largest of 
these trees in New 
Zealand.  It was first seen 
by Europeans in 1924 and 
is estimated to be between 1,250 and 2500 
years old.  Also in Waipoua is the next 
largest Kauri tree, Te Matua Ngahere 
(Father of the Forest), which is stouter than 
Tane Mahuta, with a girth over 16m, but not 
as tall. There is speculation that this could 
be the oldest tree in New Zealand, or even 
the world, but its age cannot be accurately 
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measured. Both trees are greatly revered by 
the Maori.  In Matakohe south of Waipoua is 
the excellent award-winning Kauri Museum 
which tells the history of the Kauri tree. 
 
Chile: The Andes 
The Andes with a 
length of 7000km, 
are the longest 
continental 
mountain range in 
the world. 
Running along 
the western edge 
of South America they extend through seven 
countries and reach a maximum height of 
nearly 7,000m with an average of 4,000m.  
The Chilian capital of Santiago is 
surrounded by mountains and when flying 
into its international airport, Arturo Merino 
Benitez, we had to circle the Andes before 
landing. Flying over these massive snow-
covered mountains which are the highest 
outside Asia, was utterly spectacular and the 
views were one of the highlights of our trip.  
Later in the Peruvian Andes we reached a 
height of 4000m which we managed with the 
help of medication. Altitude sickness can 
occur above 2500m and gaining height too 
quickly increases the risk.  
 
Peru: Peruvian Paso Horse 
The upmarket stud 
“Wayra “in the town 
of Urumbamba in 
the Sacred Valley is 
home to the 
Peruvian Paso, a 
medium sized 
saddle horse with 
natural four beat 
gaits that mean 
almost all motion 
has virtually no 
bounce for the 
rider. After riding one of the horses, John, an 
experienced horseman, readily agreed with 
the popular belief that the Peruvian Paso is 
one of the smoothest horses in the world to 
ride. They can cover long distances without 
tiring horse or rider.  
A display during lunch by four of the horses 
showcased the Paso’s agility and good 
temperament.  
The breed is protected by a decree from the 
Peruvian government and is a national icon. 
 

Peru: Pan Pipes: Urumbamba. Sacred 
Valley of the Incas 
One night while 
enjoying drinks on the 
patio of the 5-star hotel 
Tambo Del Inka in 
Urumbamba, a trio of 
young Peruvians 
dressed in local 
costume started 
playing their pan pipes. The Peruvian folk 
music filled the air and all talking stopped. 
With the patio nestling into the ascending 
wall of the Sacred Valley, the high altitude 
(2870m) and the still warm night air, the 
atmosphere was evocative.  Next day we left 
the hotel station for Machu Picchu however 
the haunting sound of those pipes was still 
fresh in my mind.  Pan pipes are a folk 
instrument with multiple closed pipes of 
gradually increasing length. 

 
Ecuador: Cotopaxi. Quito 
The stratovolcano Cotopaxi 
is the most famous of the 
volcanoes found in the 
mountains surrounding the 
Ecuadorian capital of Quito 
(altitude 2850m.) With a 
nearly perfect symmetrical 
cone, it rises in the Andes to 
nearly 6000m and is among the world’s 
highest active volcanoes, having erupted 87 
times since 1534.  Its most violent eruptions 
have resulted in pyroclastic flows.  Cotopaxi 
is 50 k from the city and on a clear day In 
August 2015 an eruption of ash and steam 
was easily visible from our hotel in Quito. 
This eruption had forced the local 
inhabitants to leave the area surrounding 
the volcano. 
 
USA: Bryce Canyon Utah 
One of the lesser 
known but probably the 
most spectacular of the 
USA canyons is Bryce 
which technically is not 
a canyon but a series 
of amphitheatres. Located in SW Utah with 
the highest elevation of 2700m, it has the 
greatest concentration in the world of 
hoodoos, tall, totem pole shaped 
sedimentary rock spires formed by frost and 
water erosion, which rise from its floor. 
Ranging in height from that of a human to a 
nine-storey building, the red, orange and 

Sacred Valley 
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white hoodoos look like a forest turned to 
stone.  It would be easy to get lost walking 
among them. 
 
England: Roman Baths. Bath 
A world heritage site, the original baths were 
built by the Romans in 60AD utilising a 
natural hot spring. Used for spiritual 
purposes and healing, the complex was built 
up over the next 300 years but by the 6th 
century, parts lay in ruins. These parts were 
then rebuilt though all development at 
present day street level dates from the 19th 
century.  
The main attraction is 
the massive great bath 
which lies a couple of 
stories below the 
present street level 
and is lined with lead, 
is 1.6 m deep and 
reaches a temperature of 460c. Steps on 
each side lead into the pool and poolside 
there are columns and large niches in the 
walls. When first built it was covered by a 
20m high barrel-vaulted roof but now it is 
open to the sky.  
Other parts of the complex include the 
sacred hot spring; hot, warm and cold 
plunge pools; change rooms and saunas; 
the pump room; temples ruins and a 
museum. 
 
Ireland: Old Library, Trinity College. 
Dublin 
Built in the early part of the 18th century, this 
is the oldest of the college’s libraries and 
contains amongst other treasures the 1200 
year old Book of Kells, and the Brian Boru 
harp, the national symbol of Ireland. It’s also 
holds one of the last remaining copies of the 
1916 Proclamation of the Irish Republic. 
The centrepiece is the 
65m long Long Room 
with an elevated 
barrelled ceiling and 
housing 200,000 of the 
library’s oldest books. 
These are 
arranged on 
either side of 
the aisle in 
double story 
high shelves 
built in rows 

with windows in between. Marble busts line 
the room. 
 
Spain: Mosque-Cathedral of Córdoba 
The building of the Great 
Mosque of Córdoba in 
southern Spain was 
completed in 987. In the 
13th century Christian 
forces captured Cordoba 
and consecrated the 
mosque then in the 16th 
century a Renaissance 
cathedral was built in its centre so creating a 
cathedral inside a mosque. 
The large hypostyle prayer hall of the former 
mosque remains and with a forest of pillars 
supporting 850 two-tiered horseshoe arches, 
built with brick and stone in an alternating 
red and white stripped pattern, it is one of 
the most outstanding features of the 
complex.  It is possible to stand with one 
foot in the mosque and one in the cathedral: 
- food for thought. 
 
Sweden: The Vasa Stockholm 
The 64-gun Swedish 
warship the “Vasa” was 
built in the early 17th 
century, but it was top 
heavy with armaments and 
sunk on its maiden 
voyage. After 333 years the 
ship’s hull, anchors, rigging and statues 
were salvaged from a busy shipping area in 
Stockholm harbour. Steel slings were used 
to lift the ship close to the surface then in 
1961, after 18 months of waterproofing and 
lightening, the final lift was made.  The ship 
was housed in a temporary facility where 
conservation work was carried out.  Then in 
1988 it was towed to the Vasa Museum 
where it now sits with stylised masts that 
represent the actual height of the ship when 
fully rigged, protruding through the roof. 
Conservation work is still on going. 
 
Norway: Trollstigen or The Troll Road 
Tucked deep in the mountains off the 
western coast of Norway is the serpentine 
Trollstigen or The Troll Road. With a 
gradient of 9%, it snakes and climbs 6km up 
the sheer mountain sides from the village of 
Andalsnes in the valley below. There are 11 
hairpin bends built up on the base rock or 
hewn into the mountainside, with each one 
named after one of the foremen who worked 
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on the road. The road which is closed in 
autumn and winter, is one way with passing 
pockets and the edges are lined only with 
guard stones so not a road for the novice. 
Driving down in a large tourist bus was 
rather hair raising especially negotiating the 
hairpin bends where the bus had to back out 
over the edge and you could hear the 
bottom scraping on the guard stones! The 
driver was worried about meeting an English 
driver coming the other way because (to 
quote) “the English drive on the wrong side 
of the road”.  
On reaching the valley below we were 
offered troll juice which was aquavit in 
disguise. With the return journey in mind, we 
were very thankful the bus driver drank 
water 
 
Egypt: The Nile 
The Nile, the 
longest river in the 
world, rises in 
Central Africa and 
flows north through 
11 countries. North of the Sudanese capital 
Khartoum its two major tributes, the White 
Nile and Blue Nile, meet and flow into Lake 
Nasser which is held back in Egypt by the 
wall of the Aswan High Dam. The building of 
this dam stopped the historic annual 
flooding of the Nile which had traditionally 
enriched Egyptian soils. The river then 
passes through the irrigated Nile valley and 
north of Cairo enters the delta region before 
flowing into the Mediterranean.  Most of 
Egypt’s population, its cities and ancient 
monuments lie along its banks.  
One of my lasting images of Egypt is the 
very blue of the Nile carrying feluccas and 
tourist boats, bordered by green bands of 
vegetation together with human habitation, 
behind which the barren Sahara desert and 
its dunes stretch to the horizon. 
 
Jordon: Wadi Rum 
A UNESCO 
world heritage 
site, Wadi Rum 
(Valley of the 
Moon) is a 
spectacular 
desert valley cut 
into the sandstone and granite rock in 
Southern Jordon. It is home to the Bedouin 
and is known for its breathtaking landscape 
of red and pink sand, stunning natural 

arches and mountains, and ancient rock 
engravings. With minimum tourists and 
crowds, there is a sense of remoteness and 
tranquillity and it is a peaceful place to travel 
around.  
Our overnight local 
accommodation was in an 
air-conditioned Martian 
dome where we had a 
spectacular view of the 
desert from our bed.  
Wadi Rum has featured in 
many movies including Star Wars, The 
Martian and Lawrence of Arabia who 
historically spent time there. 
 
China: Three Gorges Dam. Hubei 
Province 
The hydroelectric 
gravity Three Gorges 
Dam on the Yangtze 
River is one of the 
world’s largest power 
stations, becoming 
functional in 2012. It has 
increased shipping capacity and reduced 
flooding of the Yangtze. However, its 
construction displaced 1.3 million people 
and has created ecological problems.  My 
life-long wish to experience travelling 
through locks was more than fulfilled by our 
ship using the locks installed near the dam. 
There are two series each made up of 5 
staircase locks. (top gates of one lock are 
bottom gates of next lock) measuring 280m 
long, 35m wide and 5m deep. The locks 
take about 4 hours to navigate and take 
vessels up to 10,000 tons. There is also a 
ship lift which can lift vessels below 3000 
tonnes up or down 113m to pass the dam in 
40 minutes. 
 
Greece: The Meteora 
The Meteora, literally 
meaning hovering in 
the air, is a rock 
formation in Central 
Greece. Here in the 
14th century Eastern 
Orthodox monks built their monasteries on 
top of immense natural columns of rock 
which averaged over 300m in height, to hide 
from Turkish attacks. For centuries, the only 
access was by a removable ladder or a 
windlass.  However, from the 1920s, steps 
and then roads were carved into the rocks. 

Martian Dome 
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Only 6 of 24 original monasteries are still 
functioning.  
 
There is a strict 
dress code for 
visiting. Women 
must wear skirts 
below the knee 
and there was much hilarity when we were 
given very drab and hopefully well washed 
wrap around skirts to wear over our shorts 
and slacks. The men had been told 
beforehand to wear clothes that covered 
their arms and legs. 
 
Turkey: Gallipoli peninsula 
While not an 
unexpected 
highlight, it was 
much more 
emotional than I 
imagined. On 25 
April 1915 Australian and New Zealand 
troops mistakenly landed at Anzac Cove 
when their planned objective was about 1km 
further south. By nightfall 2000 had been 
killed or wounded. The precipitous cliffs and 
ridges behind the beach were filled with 
Turkish troops.  
With few tourists and a lovely day, our visit 
was peaceful, quiet and very moving and it 
was hard to imagine what the 25 April would 
have been like. The topography of the cove 
has changed since 1915 with the beach at 
Anzac Cove now much narrower due to road 
building and other works. Words attributed 
to Ataturk for Anzac mothers are inscribed 
on a wall above the cove and are moving to 
read.  
Next to the cove is 
Ari Burnu cemetery 
with the memorials 
of Lone Pine 
(Australia) and 
Chunuk Bair (New 
Zealand) further 
north. One of the 
tombstones at Lone Pine reads 
 “Thought to be buried here (name) aged 
16”. There were a few tears. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It has been a great joy and privilege to be 
the editor of the newsletter for the last 
couple of years, particularly during the 
time of isolation with COVID.  The monthly 
newsletters were possible only because of 
the contributions of the members.  Kiama 
U3A is indeed fortunate to have the huge 
range of talent amongst its members.  
My very great thanks to all the contributors 
and the readers. 
Pamela Baxter 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Photos from members – taken during 
lockdown 

Lone Pine 


